
Dear Incoming 6th Grader, 
 
I’m looking forward to meeting you in September!  We will begin the year 
discussing the book Bull Run by Paul Fleischman.  In order to be prepared, 
please complete the following assignment before the 1st day of school. 
 

1. Read Bull Run by Paul Fleischman. 
 

2. Take notes on 5 of the characters listed on the back of this sheet.  
Focus your notes on the desires and challenges of the character as 
well as how this individual supported the war effort. These notes 
can be on post-its, note-cards, or on regular lined-paper.  

 
3. Answer the questions that relate to the 5 characters you have chosen.   

 
4. Be prepared to participate in discussions about these characters as 

well as the rest of the characters at the start of the year.   
 
Happy reading and enjoy the summer! 
 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Also, remember to read 3 additional books this summer.  You can list the 
titles and authors of the books you read below. 
 
TITLE         AUTHOR 
 
1._______________________________________________________ 
 
2._______________________________________________________ 
 
3._______________________________________________________ 
 
 
  



Answer 5 of the following questions.  Use text evidence or quotes from 
the book to help support your answers.  

1. Col. Oliver Brattle How would you describe Colonel Brattle’s mood 
after the firing on Ft. Sumter? Why do  you think he felt this way?  

2. Lilly Malloy How does Lilly feel about her brother? What is said in 
the book that shows her feelings? 

3. Shem Suggs Why does Shem want to join up?  

4. Gideon Adams Think about where Gideon lives and how he is treated 
when he attempts to join the Union Army. Are you surprised by the 
army’s reaction? If so, why?  

5. Flora Wheelworth How does the Wheelworth household show their 
support for the trops?  

6. James Dacy What happens in Baltimore that upsets James? Why 
does this upset him?  

7. Toby Boyce Why is Toby so eager to join? How does he contribute to 
his chosen cause?  

8. Virgil Peavy What is the schoolmaster trying to get Virgil and his unit 
to understand about the North?  

9. Nathaniel Epp How does Nathaniel profit from the war?  

10. Dietrich Herz Is Dietrich an American-born citizen? Explain. Why do 
you suppose he is fighting?  

11. Dr.William Rye What is Dr. Rye’s mood regarding the battle? Include 
evidence from the text that shows this.   


